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3 hik ENGLISH VERSION
BUDDHA DAY
A Request to the Buddhist Society
for Setting the Buddha’ s Birthday on the Solar Calendar
by Devoted Buddhists

Since the invention of calendar, many regions or countries
have their own calendar systems, which gradually develop into
two major systems, namely, Lunar Calendar and Solar Calendar.
At the present time, Solar Calendar is the most used
internationally. In the Christian society, Dec. 25 was set as the
birthday of Jesus Christ, which is called Christmas and is
recognized globally.

The Buddhist society adopts April 15 on the Lunar
Calendar as the Buddha' s Birthday, which almost always falls in
April or May on the Solar Calendar. Shouldn’ t the Buddhist
society establish a fixed date on the Solar Calendar for the
Buddha' s Birthday? Christianity has their Christmas, why can’ t
we have our own Buddha’ s Birthday on the globally recognized
calendar?

Buddhist countries in Southeast Asia have Vesak or Wesak
to celebrate the Buddha' s birth, ultimate realization, and
nirvana. The day is April 15 on the Lunar Calendar, which
changes every year on the Solar Calendar.

The United Nations established International Day of
Vesak on the Lunar Calendar in 1999, whose date changes every
year on the Solar Calendar.

Although Malaysia is a country with Muslims as its major
population, its government accepted the request from the
Buddhist society and established May 1 on the Solar Calendar as
Vesak to celebrate Buddhist events, which includes the



Buddha' s Birthday.

Every year in Taiwan, Buddhist temples or groups
celebrate the Buddha' s Birthday and hold the Buddha Bathing
activity from May 1 to May 26, whose date is not fixed.

According to Wikipedia, April 15 on the Lunar Calendar
falls in April or May on the Solar Calendar and the date changes
every year. Therefore, it is reasonable if we set April 30 or May 1
as the Buddha' s Birthday. Malaysia has established May 1 as
Vesak and the Buddha' s Birthday; can’ t Taiwan do the same?
If this is settled in Taiwan, we can invite Buddhist countries like
Thailand, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, and Cambodia to appeal to the
United Nations for making May 1 (or another fixed date) the
International Day of Vesak, which the United Nations is likely to
accept.

There aren’ t many Buddhists in Malaysia, so it is easy to
reach consensus. Influential Buddhist groups in Taiwan are too
many to reach agreements, especially when all of them have
their own insistent ideas. Can’ t Buddhists come together to
have discussions on this issue and find consensus? We can
encourage people in the Buddhist Society in Taiwan to invite
those influential Buddhist groups to negotiate with each other
and set a fixed Buddha' s Birthday, which can be accepted
internationally.
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#3hk VIETNAMESE VERSION
Ngay Phit pan - Kéu goi céng déng Phat giao cung nhau an

dinh ngay Lé Phat pan theo Dwong lich
Phat tir thuan thanh

Hién nay, lich Dwong dugc sit dung réng rai trén thé gigi,
Thién Chua gido lay ngay 25 thang 12 la ngay ki niém ngay bc
chua Jesus ra doi, ti€éng anh goi la Christmas, tiéng trung dich la
Lé giang sanh hay Lé Thién Chua giang sinh. Ngay nay chiém vi
tri nhat dinh trong hé théng lich hién hanh, va dwgc cdng nhan
khép thé gioi.

Phat giao c6 bé day lich s 1au doi, tin d6 Phat giao da
phan déu ki niem ngay ba&c Phat dan sanh theo am lich, thém vao
day la sy khac biét vé viéc truyén thira & cac quéc gia khac nhau,
nén Phat dan thuong roi vao thang 4, thang 5 duwong lich. Céng
dong Phat giao nén thao luan dé an dinh mot ngay Phat dan nhat
dinh theo lich dwong, ciing nhu |€ giang sinh cda Thién chla gido
da dugc cong nhan khap thé gisi, va dé co thé tién gan hon voi
viéc 4n dinh moét ngay Phat dan toan cau.

Trwdc day, cac nwoc Phat gido Dong Nam A déu cé pai
|& Phat gan (Vesak hay Wesak) dé ki niém ngay bic Phat dan sanh,
thanh dao va nhap Niét Ban trong Phat giao Nam truyén. Lién
hgp quéc ciing da cong bé Ngay Quéc té€ Phat dan (International
Day of Vesak) vao nam 1999. Tuy nhién, |&é Phat dan méi nam déu
phai déi chiéu theo ngay trang tron cda lich am, do vay ma ngay
nay néu tinh theo dwong lich s& khéng duoc ¢é dinh.

Nhuw Malaysia, mét quéc gia ma phan dong dan sé theo
dao Hoi, tuy nhién chinh pha Malaysia da chap nhan yéu cau cda
tin @6 Phat giao va cdng nhan ngay 1 thang 5 Duong lich la ngay
|é Vesak dé& ky niem ngay birc Phat dan sanh. Tai bai Loan, m3c du
nhiéu ngéi chua hay cac doan thé Phat giao déu co té chirc khanh



tué€ ngay buc Phat dan sanh va lé tdm Phat, nhung tat ca déu roi v
ao khoang theoi gian tir dau thang 5 dén ngay 26 Duong lich,
khéng cé ngay c6 dinh nén nhiéu tin 6 hoang mang khéng biét
phai lam sao.

Malaysia do sé lvgng tin @6 Phat giao tuvong déi it, nén
kha dé dang trong viéc déng thuan y kién. Phat giao pai Loan, sé
lwgng tin d6 nhigu, nén néu muén thanh tyu viéc gi, nhat dinh
phai két hop dugc siec manh cua tin ching, cda nhan dan, ti€p thu
y ki€n quan chung, déng thai thdng qua cac phuong tién truyén
thdng dai ching, nham khuyén khich cac hiép héi Phat gido trong
nuéc tap hop cac don vj, té chirc Phat giao cung nhau thuong
lwong va dinh ra mét ngay Phat dan cé dinh theo lich Dvong, Hy
vong rang ngay ra doi cda bic Tir Phy s& duwoc chinh thic twéng
niém trong céng déng quéc té, dong thoi long tr bi va tri tué ma
Phat giao mang dén cho thé gi¢i sé dwgc danh gia cao.

Ngay 1 thang 5 & bai Loan la & lao dong ciing la nga
y quéc té lao déng, thudc ngay & dugc chinh pha quy dinh.
Néu nhu Malaysia 1ay ngay 1 thang 5 la ngay Phat dan, thi sé cé
mét ngay nghi lé. Lé Giang sinh dwgc nghi I1é khong khac gi véi
viéc nghi I& tron g Ngay Hién phap.

2021/06/24





